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: DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE b

BY

THE FATHER OF THE NATION, BANGABANDHU SHEIKH MUJIBUR RAHMAN
SHORTLY AFTER MIDNIGHT OF 25™ MARCH, i.e. EARLY HOURS OF 26™
MARCH, 1971

“This may be my last message, from today Bangladesh is independent. I call upon the
people of Bangladesh wherever you might be and with whatever you have, to resist the army
of occupation to the last. Your fight must go on until the last soldier of the Pakistan occupa-
tion army is expelled from the soil of Bangladesh and final victory is achicved.

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
26 March, 1971”

Source: THE CONSTITUTION OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH [Printed with latest
amendment, April, 2016], Sixth Schedule [Article150(2)], Page-177
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Today, Mujib’s speech lasts as a universal record
delivering strength and a spirit of cohesion. In a world
where many societies are getting torn apart by various
divisions, the message of a harmonious, multi-religious
society holds universal significance. The speech is
nationally recognized as the most significant event
for establishing Bangladesh and is educated through
the national curriculum. The recorded speech and its
audiovisual version are known by every Bangladesh
student, with the image of Sheikh Mujib delivering
the speech lasting as an iconic national symbol. The
inscription of the speech as Memory of the World has
given new impetus to various educational, artistic,

research, and projection acts highlighting its content.
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Emergence of Bangladesh and the Speech Today — C©
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The world focused its attention on Mujib as he addressed
his speech in Dhaka on 7th March. International press
members rushed to the capital city, and diplomats
engaged in the behind scene talk. With the speech
capturing a pivotal moment to the international society,
the later outbreak of the genocide and war assembled
global solidarity to confront inhuman actions and
protect fundamental human rights. Tragic but fierce
movements were compensated with the independent
state of Bangladesh in December 1971, with adopting
a constitution the following year that reflects many
internationally treasured values.
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{ The Bangladesh Quarterly publishes news, articles, featur&

and literary works on history, culture, heritage, economy,

development and progress of the country.

A write-up within 2000 words is preferred.

Would appreciate, if relevant photographs (with caption) are

attached with any article.

The soft copy may be sent other than CD or Pen drive to the

following e-mail address : bangladeshquarterly@yahoo.com
bdqtrly2@gmail.com
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