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[ DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE |

BY

THE FATHER OF THE NATION, BANGABANDHU SHEIKH MUJIBUR RAHMAN
SHORTLY AFTER MIDNIGHT OF 25™ MARCH, i.e. EARLY HOURS OF 26™
MARCH, 1971

“This may be my last message, from today Bangladesh is independent. I call upon the
people of Bangladesh wherever you might be and with whatever you have, to resist the army
of occupation to the last. Your fight must go on until the last soldier of the Pakistan occupa-
tion army is expelled from the soil of Bangladesh and final victory is achieved.

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
26 March, 19717

Source: THE CONSTITUTION OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH [Printed with latest
amendment, April, 2016], Sixth Schedule [Article150(2)], Page-177
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Brezhnev, National Awami Party President Maulana
Abdul Hamid Khan Bhasani appealed to raise
their voice against The Barbarities committed by
Pakistan Army in Bangladesh and urged the Russain
Government to give immediate recognition and all
possible help to the Government of Bangladesh.
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Syed Nazrul Islam, Acting President of People's
Republic of Bangladesh in his address to the people
of Bangladesh from the ‘Swadhin Bangla Betar
Kandra’ today commended the role of Mukti Fouz.
He expressed his strong hope that present phase of the
struggle for liberation would very soon bring home
the recognition of Bangladesh Government by many
of the foreign countries. He further added, ‘we have
crossed the darkest period of our struggle and heading
towards down.’
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Birth of a New Democracy

At the end of last year the position in Bangladesh was that in the 23 years
since independence the rulers of Pakistan had managed 1o estract
resources worith $3,000 million from Fast Pakistan and used this Lo
develop West Pakisian alone. This colossal Ngure, which represents an
unbelievable amount of human misery for the people of an already poor
region, has been fixed in a sober study by three distinguished professors
of Economics from Harvard University. This is the hard, concrete,
quantitative measure of the discontent lefi by East Pakistanis, as we then
still were.

. The level of suffering had become intolerable and the people of East
Bengal were desperate for a remedy. The remedy our people chose was
to try to gain their fundamental rights as equal partners in Pakistan, and it
ook the form of a demand for democratic, constitutional rule by the
elected representatives of the people of Pakistan. This demand was
enthusiastically taken up by the people of West Pakistan too which only
goes to show how thoroughly disgusted the people of both wings of
Pakistan had become with the military men who had ruled Pakistan by
force nearly from the beginning.

But this was not to be. At the last moment, after elections had been
held all over Pakistan and just when all the elected representatives of the
pecple of Pakistan were poeised to sil together for the first time, the
Pakistan Army abruptly cancelled the proceedings. Three weeks Later
after it has built up its troop levels in East Bengal sufficiently, the Army
launched a military operation against the major political Party of Pakistan
and against the people who had voted for it, who were by far a majonity
of the people of the country. In this way the Pakistan Army thwarted a
return to civilian rule.

Stripped all obfuscation this is the bare story of what has happened in
Bangladesh. The Pakistan Army has since put about all kinds of bogus
jusiifications for its actions, such as that the unity of Pfak_ill:lll was
endangered by a secessionist movement or that Islam as a religion was in
danger. These are totally baseless accusations that the Army has resorted
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My brave and suffering
people: you have known

both sorrows and ecstasies
in your struggle. They have
left you only stronger, your
enemy weaker, a moral and
economic  destitute, and
accused presence. To shorten
our anguish we must attack
make him simultaneously
on all fronts. To this end, we
must sure that no exportable
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merchandise falls into the hands of the enemy, seek out
collaborators and quislings and punish them, maintain
solidarity with the freedom fighters who are fighting
so that we can breathe freely in our land; be kind and
helpful to fellow- suffers in the common struggle, be
on your guard against enemy agents seeking to disturb
Communal and sectional peace; and finally, have faith
in the justness and invincibility of your cause. Our
victory is assured.
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ACHETCS ©L: ... Government of Bangladesh would appeal

to the Government of USA (i) to call back the ships now
carrying arms to Pakistan, (ii) Freeze stock of all U.S arms
in Pakistan, and (iii) stop forthwith all further shipment of
arms, equipment and supplies to Pakistan so as not to be a
vital and continuing accessory to Pakistan so as not to be a
vital and continuing accessory to genocide and uprooting of
more millions of innocent defenseless People and want on
destruction and devastation.” 9Ot (4T A FH *If& fe
tfeTer fete T AL FFE A TE
TEANET FAPIG OIF 2f S SHIR AT |

Yfererere AR YfeTa AT @R GO I wCH
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‘Birth of a New Democracy’ ‘fﬂW S o @ R:
‘From Yahya’s latest utterance we see that Pakistan Army
has now made clear its intent to hold into power indefinitely.
Democracy is dead in Pakistan and as a result, so is Pakistan
itself. In its place we have put the people's Republic of
Bangladesh which will be truly democratic both in spirit
and in practice.’
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Within this period the liberation Army (Mukti Fauj)
has been reorganized, and its naval and air units
formed. Its two wings, the Regulars and the Volunteer
corps today are well trained, well organised and
determined to exterminate the enemy. They are hitting
harder. Their patriotism, gallantry, accuracy have
earned administration of all. Today, the enemy is
demoralized, divided and helpless. They are sacred of
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the Mukti Bahini.
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The other thing which struck me was the presence
of a little boy among the guerillas. The boy, whose
name is Montu, is hardly 10 years old, but already he
has been in several battles, one of which was a major
confrontation. He is always with the guerillas, carrying
their spare ammunition and mortar shells or just being
helpful. when we inquired why a little guy like that lad
to go for operating, I was that nothing could stop him
from going. When all efforts to dissuade him failed, he
was allowed to stay on with the guerillas.
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The final hour is round the corner, every Bengali should
endeavour, in his own manner, to take part in this
great achievement. Inshallah, we shall soon establish
our full administrative control over the capital city
of Dacca and only then the dream of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman will come true.

Long live Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.
Long Live the straggling people of Bangladesh.

Long Live Bangladesh Liberation Forces.
JOI BANGLA (BANGLADESH, 15" December 1971)
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Mr. Tajuddin Ahmed, Prime Minister of Bangladesh,
completely ruled out the possibility of seeking any
economic aid from the United States for rebuilding the
new nations shattered economy.
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Sovereign and Independent Bangladesh: The People
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decide whether Pakistan to stay or go:Independence of Bangladesh
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The frustrated people finally raised the demand of Sovereign
and independent Bangladesh. They are no more prepared to
be subjected to the undemocratic and repressive measures of a
Government sitting, 1300 miles away.
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feee- ‘Otherwise, Pakistan stands disintegrated, The Bengalees
are resolute to achieve Independence, which under their dedicated
leader, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, has already been acccepted as
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Anticipation of a Settlement not with standing the uneasy
truce between Bengal and the military establishment of
General Yahiya Khan may turn out to be a deceptive stratagem
repressive violence. Faced as they are with a people’s war,
or at least the beginning of one when they can not isolate the
fish from the sea and when counter insurgency techniques
have failed to work, they might as well go for indiscriminate
violence or genocide which literally means the total
extermination of an intransigent people.
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